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some field for the proper instruction and training of nurses.
A great deal (and, as we think, too much) is recorded as to
the present inefficient structural and administrative ar-
rangements that obtain in the metropolitan hospitals, as to
actual or implied immorality in some institutions resulting ,,
from a laxity in rules that govern the work and attendance
of nurses and stud ants, and as to the impossibility of train-
ing nurses properly under such circumstances. This by the
way. ,Hospital training means careful discipline and drill" 

"

as well as to ,do dressings" and know how to employ
surgical appliances. An efficient teaching staff, under the
direction of a head competent both to teach and to control,
is primarily required, and with a staff of women teachers
and pupils this head must necessarily be matron of a

hospital, independent, according to the opinion of Miss
Nightingale, on the score of discipline of the medical
officer or governor of the hospital. Twelve months
is the time fixed by the Nightingale trustees and
the promoters of the Liverpool Nursing Association as
necessary to qualify a woman of average intelligence and
fitness. The adoption of nursing as a profession by ladies
is urged, because great need exists for a certain number of
superior superintendents in dealing with district nurses
among the poor. And this leads to the consideration that a
higher and more thorough training than that required by
hospital nurses may be necessary in private nursing even
among the rich. A far greater amount of theoretical know-
ledge is required for out-door work, for in the carrying out
of purely hospital duties, the nurse has always, as it were, at
her elbow the house-physician or surgeon, means and
appliances of all kinds, linen, water, and all other clinical
necessaries in abundance; whereas at the best appointed
private house some of these requisites are wanting. The
evidence of many well-known hospital physicians and health
officers is quoted to show the value of district nursing, and
tFte great demand for it. The Liverpool Training-school
and Home for Nurses, which has been at work for thirteen
years, shows an enormous amount of useful labour accom-

plished, and the same may be said of a similar establishment
at Derby, which is described as "in pure nursing the most
successful in its results." It appears that the Bible-women
nurses, bodies of whom are employed in the eastern districts
of London, are insufficiently trained, being taught to regard
their nursing duties as subordinate to spiritual objects.
There is, too, in these cases no regular communication of
any kind between the doctor and the nurse, the latter not
taking charge of acute or infectious, but only of chronic
cases. As to the aotua.1 nursing in London at the present
time, it appears that in district work there are about one
hundred nurses engaged (and this among a population of
three millions and a half), one-third of whom can hardly be
said to be trained at all. One-half of the entire number
consist of the Bible-women nurses above referred to, who
receive three months’ instruction of a more or less per-
functory nature in a general, and one in a lying-in hospital.
Of the various sisterhoods working on a comparatively
small scale, none of the nurses are considered to have re-
ceived a. proper amount or style of training, though their
devotion to duty is beyond all praise. In discussing the
best mode of compassing the professional training of nurses,
the report cites that two courses appear to be open to the
Association. It might establish a training school of its
vwn in connexion with some London hospital, obtaining, by
arrangement with the hospital authorities, the general
control of the nursing and assistance in the education
of probationers. Or it might simply obtain leave to
send so many pupils into a certain number of hos-
pitals, under these existing arrangements foregoing all

responsibility for the method, and losing much of the
control over the results of the teaching, but securing a
regular supply of nurses trained up to the standard at

present attained in the several hospitals. From the view
of the Committee the former plan would of course be pre-
ferred. Reasons (somewhat, as we think, exaggerated) are
given why the present hospitals in the metropolis are unfit
as training schools; and it would appear, moreover, that
the Middlesex, the London, St. George’s, University College,
King’s, Westminster, and St. Thomas’s are at present fully
occupied with the demand made upon them. Unity of
control is most strongly insisted upon, as well as the prin-
ciple that the head of the training school should be also
matron of the hospital, with full and sole power over the

engagement, dismissal, and discipline of nurses and proba.
tioners, the hospital authorities controlling the nursing
through the matron, and holding her responsible for its
efficiency.

it remains to be seen whether the Association will suc-
ceed in affiliating its proposed training establishment to one
of our large metropolitan institutions, or whether (as we
think probable, at all events at the outset) arrangements
will be made with some of the hospitals, so that when a
sufficiency of trained nurses is obtained, a model district
Nurses’ Home, under the charge of a trained superintendent,
may be established.
There are no less than twelve valuable appendices to the

Report, which we are compelled to reserve for a separate
notice. The Association will have our hearty support in
aiming 11 two establish a standard for district nurses and
nursing which may be applied by the Association not to
London only, but eventually to all England."

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT BOARD, IRELAND.

THis, the third Report of the Local Government Board,
shows that the average daily number of persons receiving
relief in workhouses in Ireland for 1874-75 amounted to
47,113, whilst 30,319 obtained out-door relief, being a slight
increase in both forms over that of the preceding year.
The dispensary tickets issued during the twelve months
were 501,027, and the visiting tickets 186,138, making
a total of 687,165 ; whilst 139,587 people were vaccinated,
and certificates given in the case of 953 dangerous lunatics.
Among the patients visited were 14,424 cases of fever, 7413
of scarlatina, and 961 of small-pox. This last disease has
not yet been thoroughly stamped out, no less than 142 deaths
from this malady having taken place in the wOlkhouses
alone. Inoculation still continues to a considerable extent,
and vaccination has decreased, but the Board indulge the
hope that the greatly improved machinery for the prevention
of disease provided by the Public Health Act will have the
effect of inducing the sanitary authorities to exert them-
solves zealously and perseveringly in the performance of
their duties in this respect generally, and especially for the
suppression of small-pox.
But four additional midwives have been appointed since

last Report, and the Board draw attention to this matter,
stating that where educated midwives have not been ap-
pointed, the wives of the poor peasantry at their confine-
ment have recourse to the assistance of some neighbouring
matron or woman calling herself a midwife, who seldom
possesses sufficient knowledge of midwifery to be able to
say when some obstruction to the birth, admitting of easy
remedy by the accoucheur, has occurred, or when the case
is of such a kind that the unaided efforts of nature cannot
accomplish the delivery. In cases of the former description
the patients are often exposed to needlessly prolonged and
severe suffering, and in those of the latter, besides similar
useless suffering, the lives of both mother and child are in
extreme danger by the exhaustion of the patient before
manifestly approaching death warns her friends to call in
the aid of a doctor. The total disbursement of poor-rates
for relief, medical relief, burial-grounds, registration of
births, deaths, and marriages, sanitary measures, and ex-
penses under Superannuation Acts, was ael,001,989, or Is. 6d.
in the pound.

MEDICAL CONGRESS OF ANDALUSIA.-This Congress
will take place in Seville from the 7th to the 13th of Novem-
ber, 1875, and will last a week. The office-bearers have
already been chosen, and a list of them is given in the
Anfiteatro Anatomico Espanol of the 30th of June. The
nature of the subjects is as follows :-First day: Opening
meeting-Medicine. Second day: Surgery. Third day:
Hygiene, Physiology. Fourth day: Insanity, Forensic
Medicine. Fifth day: Opthalmology, Dermatology, and
Syphilis. Sixth day : Therapeutics and Medical Hydrology.
Seventh day: Anthropology and subjects chosen by the
members.


